
 MINUTES OF THE STOKE/NEWCASTLE GROUP
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 21/3/18
AT THE WHITE HART PH, STOKE

Present: T. Adair, A. Bell, C. Bigley, I. Bradley, M. &H. Caton, A. & R. Clamp, D. Fowler, J. 
Hammond, S.J. & S. Merry, K. Twigge, B. Wood

Apologies: D. Adair, A. Wheatley, L. & D. Wynne

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

These were accepted as a true record.
Proposed: H. Caton, Seconded: A. Bell

2. Matters arising

It was agreed that G. Evans’ details should be added to the group printed programme

3. Staffordshire County Council Rights of Way Proposals

(a) Public consultation:
T. Adair reported that N. Swinnerton (Staffordshire County Council Rural Development and 
Access Manager) had responded to the Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers response to the 
consultation with an invitation to the post-consultation stakeholder meeting, planned for 
February/March 2018. However, the meeting took place in his absence and, since they had 
representatives at the event, he would discuss the meeting outcomes at the next Staffordshire
Area Council meeting. He would also contact both Leek and Biddulph Ramblers to ask if 
they were present. In the meantime N. Swinnerton has taken action to ensure he is invited to 
future stakeholder meetings.
Furthermore, it was his view that the Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers footpath teams should 
concentrate their efforts on class C footpaths to balance their neglect by the Staffordshire 
County Council. This was agreed.
Additionally, he would write to all Newcastle Borough councillors to elicit their support in 
protecting the footpath network.
D. Fowler suggested that all committee members should write to their local councillors to 
elicit their support in protecting the footpath network; he could provide a form of words to 
be used in the correspondence and which would include the fact that Ramblers working 
groups undertake regular path maintenance. This was agreed. Proposed C. Bigley, Seconded:
T. Adair.

(b) Advising landowners of their footpath responsibilities.
D. Fowler raised concerns that Staffordshire county Council’s Rights of Way Guide’ 
(available from http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/members/document-
library.html) implied that footpath volunteers should take greater responsibility in contacting
landowners when there are footpath problems on their land.

4. Insurance when Undertaking Ramblers Activities

In a written and verbal report S. Merry advised that guidance concerning the extent of 
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Ramblers insurance for volunteers undertaking Ramblers activities is available from 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/volunteer-zone/support-and-development/volunteer-toolkits-
alphabetically-sorted/insurance.aspx where the document ‘Ramblers Insurance Guide 2016 
2017’ is particularly informative. In general, Ramblers provides only public liability 
insurance for members leading or undertaking group walks, trialling group walks, clearing 
footpaths and undertaking publicity and social events when these activities are components 
of the Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers programme. The exception is that members of path 
maintenance teams also have personal accident insurance if the Path Maintenance Team 
Volunteer Leader has sent a list of volunteers’ names and membership numbers to 
volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com.

T. Adair advised that Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers footpath teams, when undertaking any 
renovations in the absence of Staffordshire County Council employees, should carry a first 
aid kit and an accident book to record details of any incidents. They must also advise 
Ramblers central office, Staffordshire County Council and the landowner before the work 
commences. He will provide a summary of these requirements for addition to the group 
website.

5. Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers Printed Programme

(a) A. Clamp raised concerns that, to date, no volunteers had emerged to replace her when 
she retires at the next group AGM. The future of the printed programme was therefore in 
jeopardy.
T. Adair advised that this be mentioned at the start of future group walks.

(b) The forthcoming summer printed programme would be sent to the printers shortly, 
stamps had been purchased for its distribution, and the Newcastle car share meeting place 
had been changed from School Street CP to Hassell Street CP.

6. Proposed Christmas Events

The following were agreed:
(a) Sunday 2/12/18 Christmas half-day walk and meal at The Horseshoe Inn, Alsager. H. 
Caton will organise the meal, L. Cressy will lead the walk and L. Berrington will organise a 
raffle.
(b) Friday 28/12/18 Boxing Day+2 half-day walk and meal at The Duke of York PH, 
Barlaston. S.J. & S.Merry will contact the venue and lead the walk.

7. Event Updates

(a) 5/11/17 and 8/3/18 Weekends Away group meetings outcomes
S. Merry noted that preparation for the forthcoming 5-8/10/18 Ludlow weekend were 
progressing smoothly. Walk leaders were in place and the details of the group meal should 
be finalised in April. In response to feedback from solo travellers, an additional, very 
informal evening gathering is planned on 5/10/18. Brief details of the programme are 
available at http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/forthcoming-events.html and will
be added to the forthcoming summer printed programme. The walks will be added to 
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http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/ in due course

(b) 25/11/17 Staffordshire Ramblers Area AGM report
T.Adair reported that G. Greensides had agreed to remain as Area chair for a final year and 
following the appointment of G. Evans as Area footpath officer the Area secretary’s post was
vacant. In this context D. Fowler noted that a proposal was discussed that, in future, the Area
chair and secretaries role be fulfilled on a rotation basis by each of the 15 Staffordshire 
Ramblers groups.

(c) 11/1/18 Staffordshire Ramblers Area Council report
D Fowler reported that it had been agreed for the next Area AGM to be scheduled on a 
Sunday in an effort to increase attendance. It was also confirmed that the RSPB will take 
over the management of Consall Country Park and that any group holding a balance of more
than 40% of the annual budget at the end of the financial year will have their next year’s 
funding reduced accordingly.

8. Group Representatives

Staffordshire Ramblers Area Council meetings at Penkridge
(a)T. Adair and D.Fowler agreed to attend the event on 5/4/18 which will include 
consideration of General Council motions

(b) T.Adair agreed to attend the event on 12/7/18

Group representation at the 11/10/18 will be considered at the next meeting.

9. Written and Verbal Reports from Officers and Representatives

Chair:
-A group response has been sent by Email to G. Heath (Staffordshire County Council 
Cabinet Member for Communities) expressing our concerns regarding the Staffordshire 
County Council rights of way proposals at 
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/eLand/RightsofWay/Rights-of-Way-
consultation/The-proposals.aspx. Staffordshire Area Ramblers, Ramblers central office, 
Hanliensian Rambling Club, Beth Johnson Leisure Association, Staffordshire Long Distance
Walkers Association and all rural parish councils in Newcastle-u-Lyme Borough have also 
been advised of our concerns.
-A group response has been sent to Deborah Mallender (Madeley STOP HS2 Action Group 
organiser) to decline her request that Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers group individually petition 
parliament with a view to blocking this development. R. Stephens (Ramblers Policy & 
Advocacy Support Officer) has advised that the Ramblers position concerning HS2 can be 
found at http://www.ramblers.org.uk/policy/england/transport/hs2.aspx where there is a link 
to the petition that Ramblers central office have previously submitted. Stoke/Newcastle 
Ramblers will work with Ramblers central office to ensure that the impact of HS2 on the 
footpath network is minimised in all the areas in which we walk.
-In preparation for a second edition of the guidebook, parts of the Two Saints’ Way within 
Staffordshire have been walked with the findings reported to the author.
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Vice Chair:
The Sentinel newspaper has publicised the concerns of both Staffordshire Areas Ramblers 
and Biddulph Town Council regarding the Staffordshire County Council rights of way 
proposals. Please see http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/local-news/footpath-repairs-
targeted-latest-council-987824 for further details.

Secretaries:
-Members have been urged by Email to individually respond to the Staffordshire County 
Council rights of way consultation at 
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/eLand/RightsofWay/Rights-of-Way-
consultation/Consultation-rights-of-way-paths-bridlewys.aspx. They were also advised to 
encourage their colleagues in other walking groups to respond. Claire Sandys (Stokies Stride
Out Co-ordinator, claire.sandys@livingstreets.org.uk) has also alerted other walking groups 
in the Stoke-on-Trent area to this consultation.
-Correspondence with Stoke-on-Trent City Council regarding their January-March 2018 
‘Stokies Stride Out’ walking festival showed no potential overlap with our already planned 
Stoke/Newcastle Ramblers activities because their festival involved short walks within the 
Stoke-on-Trent City boundaries.
-C. Sandys (claire.sandys@livingstreets.org.uk) has suggested that we might advertise any 
future shorter walks linked to a park or attraction within the city boundaries at 
www.visitstoke.co.uk. This might attract new, less experienced members to the group and 
could be done via http://www.visitstoke.co.uk/see-do/thedms.aspx?
dms=12&groupid=1&catid=118&campaign=4258 or T. Sharman, Visitor Economy Officer 
(01782 236084 or tim.sharman@stoke.gov.uk).
A. Clamp added that such advertising has been problematic in the past because, even for 
undertaking our shorter walks, new attendees were unfit and wore inappropriate clothing.
-Latest details of the proposed 2018 group coach rambles are available at 
http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/forthcoming-events.html with Kington and 
Conwy as the preferred destinations. The Kington and Conwy events will take place on 
Thursdays 14/6/18 and 23/8/18 respectively so as to avoid half-day closures. Hence more 
facilities will be available to non-walkers and for walkers at the end of their walks. The 
online announcement contains a link to the Kington booking slip, and booking slips for both 
events will be added to the summer printed programme.

Treasurer:
Payments had been received of £180 from the Walking Partnership and £20 from the 
Holiday Fellowship. He will investigate whether these should be considered as part of the 
group’s annual budget. A payment of £20 had also been received as the surplus from the 
group’s 2017 Xmas dinner. There had been some expenditure on tools for footpath 
renovations and the group currently held a balance of £680.

Membership/Publicity:
MARCH 2016 341 members
MARCH 2017 320 members
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SEPT 2017 321 members
MARCH 2018 309 members including 10 new members since the last meeting

Unfortunately, the number of "retirees" still exceeds new younger members.

-BBC Radio Stoke have publicised the recent 400th anniversary of the Charter of the Forest 
and also the 2017/18 Festival of Winter Walks.
-The Ramblers 26/5/18-2/6/18 Walk About festival will have the theme ‘hidden gems’ so as 
to invite ‘the nation to step out for a walk and discover some of Britain’s hidden gems.’ 
Details are at http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/news/2018/february/where-are-your-hidden-
gems.aspx and the vagueness of the theme means that a 'hidden gem' will naturally feature in
all group walks without additional planning. Once the summer programme is finalised, the 
relevant walk leaders will be requested draw participants’ attention to these ‘hidden gems’. 
BBC Radio Stoke will also be advised of this event and walk leaders will be able to notify 
their ‘hidden gems’ to Ramblers central office to contribute to the Ramblers national 
publicity.
-Members helped to circulate Ramblers' publicity information locally.

Group Footpath Coordinator:
-In recognition of the contribution made by the footpath team Staffordshire County Council 
have produced and funded bespoke discs for attachment to future renovations.

Countryside Officer:
-Sadly, the Moneystone Park planning application has been upheld and outline planning 
permission was granted. There will be another meeting concerning further planning 
permission which will be opposed by local action groups. Three rights of way are affected 
by the proposals.
-Consall Country Park now has RSPB interpretation notices and fishing has been banned. 
The visitor centre will also be enhanced. No footpaths have not been affected by these 
developments.
-The smaller Staffordshire County Council country parks are to be managed by the 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust.

Webmaster:
-A supply of waterproof walk leader check lists and in case of emergency cards have been 
ordered from Ramblers central office for distribution to walk leaders as required
-Material for the website should be sent to himself or the Secretary.
-T. Adair commented that the website was impressive.
Full Day Walks Secretary:
It was concerning that, to date, no volunteers had emerged to undertake this role when he 
retires at the next group AGM.
T. Adair advised that this be mentioned at future group walks and newer members should be 
encouraged to volunteer. It would not be a requirement that the new incumbent attend 
committee meetings.

Mid-Week Walks Secretary:
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-The summer programme has been finalised. It includes a Monday walk to test the 
popularity of this day.
-C. Bigley advised that longer Thursday walks of approximately 15 miles are being 
considered. These would be publicised via the website rather than the printed programme 
and would take place on weeks when there was no timetabled standard full day walk.

Specific reports were not provided by the following officers:
Programme co-ordinator
Half day walks secretary
Midweek walk secretary
Social secretary
Committee members

10. Any other business

T. Adair advised that he planned to send some photographs of group members undertaking 
footpath renovations to the BBC. He felt this might be a suitable activity for one of their TV 
intermission videos.

1. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting 19.30 on Wednesday 18/7/18 at the White Star PH,
Stoke.
The subsequent committee meeting will be 17/10/18.
The 2018 group AGM will be 26/9/18.

The meeting closed at 21:20
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